THE  INFLUENCE  OF COLLEAGUES

appointment of Lord Clarendon as Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland.1 When
Lord Auckland died at the end of 1848, Lord John Russell asked the
views of the Cabinet as to replacing him at the Admiralty by Sir James
Graham. The Cabinet agreed, but Sir James Graham refused the offer.2
On the dismissal of Lord Palmerston from the Foreign Office in 1851,
the Cabinet nominated Lord Clarendon as his successor. Lord John
Russell, on the Queen's insistence, had proposed Lord Granville. 'The
Queen protested against the Cabinet's taking upon itself the appoint-
ment of its own members, which rested entirely with the Prime Minister
and the Sovereign, under whose approval the former constructed his
Government.'3 Nevertheless, in the belief that Lord Clarendon would
refuse, the Queen authorised Lord John to write to Lord Clarendon,
who in fact refused.4

The Duke of Argyll said that Lord Palmerston always consulted the
Cabinet on Cabinet appointments,5 and there is evidence in support.
Mr Gladstone himself suggested, on the formation of Lord Palmerston's
Government in 1855, ^at a certain minor appointment should be
considered by the Cabinet.6 On the resignation of Mr Gladstone and
other Peelites in the same year, Lord Palmerston consulted the Cabinet
as to whether he should approach Lord John Russell and the Whigs or
Lord Derby and the Tories. The Cabinet decided on the former.? He
also consulted them as to whether Sir George Cornewall Lewis should
succeed to Mr Gladstone's office.8 On the death of Sir William Moles-
worth in the same year, Lord Palmerston again consulted the Cabinet
as to whether he should approach Lord Stanley.9

In 1866, on the appointment of Mr Goschen as Chancellor of the
Duchy of Lancaster, Lord Russell, on the Queen's suggestion, asked
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